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Nature’s Symphony: Portraits in Miniature brings together a 
series of small-scale works that embody the union of precision 
and emotion. Each piece, whether depicting a songbird, a rabbit, 
or the reflective eye of a wolf, distills the essence of the natural 
world into quiet brilliance. Though modest in dimension, these 
paintings reveal extraordinary depth — an interplay of intricate 
detail, atmospheric light, and intimate scale that captures 
nature’s living rhythm.

Rebecca Latham’s artistic career has long been defined by a 
realist dedication to the natural world. Known for her paintings 
of wildlife rendered with remarkable delicacy, she approaches 
each subject not only as an artist but as an observer and 
storyteller. Her brushwork mirrors the patient cadence of field 
observation, where light shifts subtly across fur or feather and 
time seems to slow in reverence. These new miniatures revisit 
her long-standing dialogue with nature, expressing it through 
the concentrated focus that only small surfaces allow.

Within this collection, the notion of the jewel extends beyond 
scale. Each work gleams with an inner harmony — a brilliance 
shaped by time, consideration, and care. Together they invite 
reflection on the relationship between viewer and subject: the 
nearness of the encounter, the intimacy of attention, and the 
mindfulness that arises when beauty is experienced closely rather 
than grandly.

This refined body of work expands the artist’s ongoing 
exploration of natural form, emotional resonance, and 
craftsmanship. It celebrates quiet excellence — the enduring 
idea that the smallest gestures can hold the grandest truths.
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EVERY PAINTING BEGINS WITH STILLNESS.

I
n an age defined by constant motion and noise, these small works restore 
a quieter rhythm of seeing. Each painting in Nature’s Symphony: Portraits in 
Miniature captures a world distilled — sparrows and wrens poised in morning 
light, the soft fur of a rabbit at rest, the measured grace of an egret lifting 
into air. Within such intimate dimensions, Rebecca Latham reveals the 
beauty and strength of nature’s smallest voices.

This collection reaffirms the enduring power of the miniature. Here, delicacy 
and control coexist with depth and texture, each brushstroke carrying the 
weight of careful observation. These paintings are not merely 
representations of wildlife, but meditations on presence and connection 
— moments of harmony between painter and subject.

Their size invites closeness. To encounter these works is to lean 
in, to slow the eye until the ordinary becomes luminous. 
Whether the quiet watchfulness of a woodland creature or 
the mirrored calm of water beneath a bird’s wing, each 
piece feels both personal and timeless — a testament 
to the reverence that defines Latham’s art.

Within Nature’s Symphony, stillness 
becomes song. Through these jeweled 
portraits, the familiar is 
transformed, and the natural 
world whispers back its own 

In the Presence of 
Small Wonders
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delicate music. Within Nature’s 
Symphony: Portraits in Miniature, 
scale is invitation. The viewer is 
drawn inward — not because the 
works are small, but because their 
detail demands proximity and quiet 
focus. Each painting is fashioned 
through the discipline of the 
miniature tradition, a method 
defined not by measurement but by 
mastery: the meticulous layering of 
transparent color, the precision of 
brushstrokes nearly invisible to the 
unaided eye, and the pursuit of 
clarity expressed through restraint.

While many of these works measure 
eight by ten inches or less, their 
scope extends far beyond dimension. 

Rebecca Latham’s art redefines the 
miniature as a philosophy of 
attention — one that embraces scale 
as a pathway to intimacy. The same 
touch that animates her smallest 
subjects guides her larger 
compositions; both share the same 
deliberate pace and meditative 
control. In her hands, the miniature 
technique becomes a continuum, not 
a category, uniting all her paintings 
under the same disciplined gaze.

To stand before these works is to 
enter a slower rhythm of seeing. 
Details that might pass unnoticed in 
grand compositions become 
unspoken worlds of color, texture, 
and light. The curvature of a feather, 

the fine translucence of an ear, or 
the reflected glint in an animal’s eye 
— these are not embellishments but 
the essence of the painting’s voice. 
The miniature technique amplifies 
these subtleties, allowing each 
subject to resonate as both study and 
story.

The viewer’s physical closeness 
becomes part of the experience. 
Unlike large-scale works that 
command distance, these pieces 
invite nearness — a personal 
exchange between observer and 
image. That act of moving closer, of 
focusing the gaze, mirrors the 
artist’s devotion at the easel. Each 
painting, in return, rewards 

attention with new depths of 
harmony and meaning, its 
refinement revealing not limitation, 
but abundance.

Ultimately, the poetry of scale in 
Latham’s work lies in its paradox: 
the smaller the canvas, the larger 
the universe it contains. These 
paintings remind us that precision 
is not confinement but expansion — 
that through deliberate care, a single 
gesture can hold the vastness of 
nature. In every brushstroke, the 
miniature becomes monumental.
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THE ARTIST IN NATURE: 

     FIELD NOTES AND REFLECTIONS                                      

 ON STILLNESS

Where Observat ionBecomes Reverence
For Rebecca Latham, each painting 

begins long before the first brushstroke. 
The foundation of her miniature 

technique is laid in moments spent 
outdoors, where quiet observation 
guides the eye and patience 
becomes instinct. In these spaces 
— along streambanks, in forests, 
near the still light of dawn — 
the subjects of Nature’s 
Symphony are first 
encountered not as 
compositions, but as living 
presences.

Latham’s practice stems 
from early traditions of 
naturalist painters and 
field illustrators, yet her 
approach remains 
deeply personal. She 
carries sketchbooks 
into the landscape, 

tracing movement and gesture rather than 

imposing design. A fleeting glance from a 

wren, the soft retreat of a rabbit into thicket, 

or the steady watch of a wolf — each 

encounter is recorded with the immediacy of 

discovery. These field notes, translated later 

into finished works, preserve not just form 

but temperament: the sense of how light 

touch, breath, and stillness belong together in 

a single living moment.

Observation, for Latham, is an act of 

connection rather than collection. She 

approaches her subjects with humility and 

respect, often waiting for rhythm and quiet to 

align before she begins her studies. This 

patient practice informs the restraint evident 

in her compositions — simplicity that is not 

minimalism, but precision stripped of excess. 

What remains on the panel is everything 

essential: a direct, unembellished dialogue 

between artist and nature.

The stillness of the field echoes in the stillness 

of the studio. The same calm attention that 

guides her in nature continues at the easel, 

where memories of movement, light, and 

sound unfold through careful glazes. Each 

painting becomes both recollection and 

reconstruction — an echo of the natural 

moment, refined through the miniature 

method into permanence. The endurance of 

this attentiveness parallels the endurance of 

the subjects themselves, creatures in quiet 

balance with their world.

In these works, the act of painting transforms 

into an offering — a means of honoring the 

intricacy of life at any scale. Through her field 

observations and meditative process, Rebecca 

Latham reminds us that beauty is not a grand 

spectacle, but a shared silence between artist 

and nature. Each jewel-like image carries the 

delicate weight of that exchange, preserving in 

pigment what time alone might otherwise 

erase.

This piece provides emotional resonance, 

philosophical balance, and continuity with the 

earlier technical sections — while centering 

the lived experience behind the work.
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In Nature’s Symphony: Portraits in Miniature, the viewing experience unfolds as a 
series of intimate encounters — quiet moments suspended in paint. Each work 
embodies the essence of the miniature discipline: precision of hand, refinement of 
vision, and emotional clarity distilled into a luminous image.

Together, these paintings form not just a collection, but a conversation between 
light and life. Viewed individually, they whisper stories of delicate presence — a 
small bird in morning shadow, the measured stillness of a rabbit, the subtle tension 
of a wolf’s gaze. Seen collectively, they create harmony, like variations on a theme, 
each distinct yet deeply connected through their shared devotion to observation.

In keeping with the nature of this exhibition, each painting is accompanied by its 
own reflection from the artist. These statements offer insight into inspiration and 
process — not as explanations, but as gentle entries into each world portrayed. They 
invite the viewer to pause, to look closer, and to share in the quiet understanding 
that unites all living forms.

THE COLLECTION: AN INTIMATE 
GALLERY OF NATURE’S JEWELS

 Each Painting,
       a Note of Grace.
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“Muted Drummer – Downy Woodpecker” grew out of my love for the 
quiet, easily overlooked moments in the woods. In this piece, I wanted 
to step away from the bright, high-contrast drama that woodpeckers 
often inspire and instead lean into a softer, more introspective mood. 
The downy’s gentle posture and the restrained palette echo the hush 
between its tapping rhythms, when the forest seems to pause and listen. 
By subduing the color and focusing on subtle shifts of value and texture, 
I hoped to invite the viewer closer, to notice the fragile balance of light, 
feather, and bark. This painting is my tribute to the small, persistent 
lives that give the forest its heartbeat, even when they barely raise their 
voices.

Muted Drummer - 
Downy Woodpecker

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

5.25”x7.25”
NFS

“Gentle Forager – Cottontail” captures a fleeting moment of peace amid 
the scatter of fallen apples, where the soft grass cradles both plenty and 
pause. I chose a delicate touch with the light filtering through, 
highlighting the rabbit’s quiet curiosity without startling the scene’s 
serenity. The muted tones and gentle glow reflect how these small 
creatures move through the world—alert yet unhurried, foraging in the 
tender overlap of harvest and hush. This painting is my invitation to 
linger with the overlooked grace of everyday wildness, where even a 
single bunny becomes a study in stillness and subtle wonder.

Gentle Forager - 
Cottontail

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

10”x8”
NFS
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“Blue Radiance – Black Capped Chickadee” emerged from my 
fascination with how a simple shaft of winter light can transform a 
gnarled branch into a stage for quiet drama. Here, the chickadee stands 
bold against the soft blue sky, its silhouette rimmed in glow that 
celebrates the bird’s resilience without overpowering its delicate form. 
I used subtle layering to evoke that backlit halo, letting the interplay of 
shadow and radiance mirror the chickadee’s cheerful spirit amid the 
cold. This piece is my ode to those fleeting winter moments when light 
pierces the ordinary, revealing the vibrant pulse of life perched on the 
edge of frost.

Blue Radiance - Black 
Capped Chickadee

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

5.5”x7”
NFS

“Forest Rimlight – Yellow Rumped Warbler” draws from my deep 
admiration for the hidden glow within woodland shadows, where a 
strong backlight turns a warbler’s subtle yellow patches into embers 
against the muted forest. I focused on that dramatic edge of light carving 
through the canopy, illuminating the bird’s poised form while letting 
the earthy greens and browns recede into quiet depth. The contrast 
celebrates the warbler’s lively spirit without overwhelming its natural 
camouflage, inviting the viewer to sense the warmth and flicker of life 
in even the dimmest understory. This painting reflects my passion for 
capturing nature’s fleeting illuminations, where a single ray reveals the 
intricate beauty of feathers poised between shade and sun.

Forest Rimlight - Yellow 
Rumped Warbler

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

5.25”x7.25”
NFS
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“Snowlight Visitor – Black-capped Chickadee” was born from those 
hushed winter afternoons when fresh snow softens the world and a 
lone chickadee brings it back to life. I painted the bird perched on an 
old branch with light flakes drifting down, using a gentle blue 
background to wrap the scene in cool serenity while the soft glow 
catches its tiny form. The falling snow and diffused light mirror the 
bird’s fearless curiosity in the cold, blurring the line between stillness 
and subtle motion. This piece is my celebration of winter’s quiet visitors, 
those small sparks of warmth that remind us life persists, bright and 
unyielding, even in the gentlest storm.

Snowlight Visitor - 
Blackcapped Chickadee

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

8”x6”
NFS

“Gentle Perch – Turquoise Tanager” springs from my enchantment 
with the tropical bird’s iridescent blue and yellow plumage, set against 
a soft, muted backdrop that lets its color breathe without distraction. 
I positioned the tanager in a poised, contemplative stance, using 
delicate brushwork to suggest the haze of its rainforest home while 
keeping the focus on the bird’s serene elegance. The subdued palette 
enhances the jewel-like quality of its feathers, evoking a moment of calm 
amid the vibrant chaos of the canopy. This painting is my homage to 
the quiet splendor of tropical life, where a single perch becomes a 
window into nature’s most vivid yet understated beauties.

Gentle Perch - Turquoise 
Tanager

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

7”x5”
NFS
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“Stillness of Silver Haze – Black Capped Chickadee” captures the 
delicate poise of the bird atop a grass tassel, where soft light filters 
through a misty grey veil, suspending time in quiet wonder. I layered 
translucent glazes to evoke that ethereal fog, letting the chickadee’s 
crisp form emerge as a focal point of life amid the diffused haze, its 
feathers catching subtle gleams like whispers of dawn. The interplay of 
texture in the grass and the gentle blur of the background mirrors the 
bird’s alert yet tranquil presence in nature’s soft embrace. This piece is 
my reflection on those fleeting, fog-kissed mornings when the world 
hushes, revealing the intricate grace of even the smallest wanderers.

Stillness of Silver Haze - 
Black Capped Chickadee

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

7”x5”
NFS

“Backlit in Gold – Sapsucker” arose from my awe at how golden light 
can silhouette a sapsucker against the pale bark of a birch, turning a 
familiar forest scene into something luminous and alive. I emphasized 
the strong backlight to halo the bird’s form, with the muted tones of its 
feathers and the tree fading into a radiant backdrop that suggests late 
afternoon sun filtering through the canopy. The serene perch captures 
the woodpecker’s patient watchfulness, its subtle details glowing like 
captured sunlight amid the woodland hush. This painting is my tribute 
to those magical intersections of light and life, where a single bird 
becomes a beacon in the golden hush of the trees.

Backlit in Gold - 
Sapsucker

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

6”x8”
NFS
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“Luminous Stillness – Wolf” embodies my reverence for the quiet 
majesty of a light-colored wolf, its serene gaze meeting the viewer 
through soft lighting that dissolves into a vast, muted navy expanse. I 
sought an airy, almost dreamlike quality by layering translucent glazes, 
allowing the wolf’s pale fur to emerge as a beacon of calm presence 
against the infinite blue, evoking the vast solitude of northern wilds. 
The subtle glow around its form captures that suspended moment of 
peace, where predator and wilderness breathe as one. This painting is 
my meditation on nature’s profound silence, inviting you to stand in 
the wolf’s unwavering stillness and feel the pulse of untamed grace.

Luminous Stillness - Wolf

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

5.75"x5.75"
NFS

“Silent Pursuit – Great Horned Owl” emerged from my fascination with 
the great horned owl’s graceful hunt, captured mid-flight as it glides 
over a vast grassland prairie in muted, warm tones. I focused on the 
bird’s powerful wings extended in effortless motion, its form blending 
seamlessly with the earthy golds and browns of the landscape below, 
evoking the quiet tension of the chase. The subdued palette and soft 
lighting highlight the owl’s fierce concentration and camouflaged 
presence, suspending the moment between predator and prey in 
nature’s hushed rhythm. This painting is my homage to the owl’s 
timeless mastery, where silence becomes both weapon and poetry 
across the open wild.

Silent Pursuit - Great 
Horned Owl

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

12”x9”
NFS
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“Wisdom in Stillness – Great Horned Owl Portrait” portrays a great 
horned owl turned to the side, its subtle plumage patterns and golden 
eyes glowing softly against rugged, aged branches and wispy grasses. I 
focused on the bird’s contemplative profile, using delicate layering to 
bring out the intricate textures of feather and wood while letting the 
muted surroundings recede into quiet harmony. The gentle glow around 
its piercing gaze evokes a moment of profound vigilance, where the 
owl’s ancient presence commands without movement. This painting is 
my reflection on nature’s enduring wisdom, inviting the viewer to meet 
the owl’s steady contemplation amid the wild’s understated beauty.

Wisdom in Stillness - 
Great Horned Owl 
Portrait

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

8”x10”
NFS

“Scarlet Stillness – Northern Cardinal” captures a male northern 
cardinal foraging curiously on the ground in soft light, surrounded by 
pebbles, earth, lichen, and muted grasses behind him. I sought to 
highlight the bird’s vivid crimson plumage against the subtle textures 
of its earthy surroundings, using gentle illumination to emphasize its 
alert yet serene presence amid the quiet details of stone and stem. The 
restrained palette and diffused glow evoke a moment of intimate 
discovery, where the cardinal’s bold color becomes a focal point of life 
within nature’s understated canvas. This painting is my tribute to the 
delicate balance of curiosity and calm, inviting the viewer to linger on 
the small wonders found at ground level.

Scarlet Stillness - 
Northern Cardinal

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

10”x8”
NFS
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“Song of the Marsh – Red Winged Blackbird” captures a male red-
winged blackbird mid-song atop an aged cattail, its vivid shoulder patch 
glowing against a warm background that evokes the tranquil depth. I 
used layered brushwork to suggest humid air and swaying reeds, 
positioning the bird in resonant posture to convey its bold melody amid 
the marsh’s serene expanse. The warm tones highlight the blackbird’s 
vibrant voice rising from quiet waters, suspending a moment of nature’s 
enduring harmony. This painting is my tribute to the marsh’s calming 
rhythm, where a single call fills the wild with life.

Song of the Marsh - Red 
Winged Blackbird

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

6”x8”
NFS

“Stillness in Motion – Red Fox” captures a red fox paused mid-step 
before a boulder gathering light snow, its lifted foot suggesting gentle 
movement while soft lighting bathes the scene in quiet introspection. 
I positioned the fox turning toward the viewer with a calm, knowing 
glance, using subtle glazes to blend the warm tones of its fur against 
the cool accumulation of frost and stone. The delicate balance of 
advance and pause evokes the fox’s alert grace in winter’s hush, where 
every gesture holds both purpose and poetry. This painting is my ode 
to nature’s fleeting equilibrium, inviting the viewer to share the fox’s 
momentary communion with the gathering cold.

Stillness in Motion - Red 
Fox

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

8”x10”
NFS
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“Den Companions – Wolf Puppies” portrays two black wolf puppies 
lounging contentedly in front of their den, their faces alight with 
curiosity and happiness that captivated me during moments of quiet 
observation. I sought to capture their playful bond and sparkling eyes, 
using soft lighting to highlight the warm textures of fur against the earthy 
den entrance, evoking a sense of sheltered joy amid the wild. The gentle 
expressions and relaxed postures reflect the pure delight of young lives 
discovering their world together. This painting is my tribute to the 
tender beginnings of wilderness kinship, where innocence and wonder 
fill the heart of the untamed.

Den Companions - Wolf 
Puppies

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

10”x8”
NFS

“Turning Glance – Cottontail Rabbit" grew out of a fleeting moment—
one of those brief encounters where an animal becomes aware of your 
presence, and time seems to pause just long enough for a silent 
exchange.

In this low-lit, earthy setting, I was drawn to the subtle interplay 
between concealment and awareness. The rabbit is both part of the 
landscape and gently set apart from it, surrounded by grasses and moss 
that echo his form and color. I wanted the environment to feel 
immersive and grounded, as though the viewer has stepped quietly into 
his world. This painting is less about the subject alone and more about 
that moment of connection—the turning glance that acknowledges 
presence, then disappears just as quickly. It’s a reflection on stillness, 
attentiveness, and the beauty found in understated, easily overlooked 
encounters in nature.

Turning Glance - 
Cottontail Rabbit

Opaque & Transparent 
Watercolor on Museum 
Board

10”x8”
NFS
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Each painting in Nature’s Symphony: 
Portraits in Miniature bears the signature 
virtues of discipline and devotion — 
qualities essential to the language of realism 
on this intimate scale. In Rebecca Latham’s 
studio, precision is not simply a technical 
goal but a dialogue between observation 
and care. In a space illuminated by natural 
light, she arranges her references, sketches, 
and studies like quiet instruments of a 
larger harmony. Every stroke becomes 
deliberate, guided by rhythm rather than 
speed — a process that values depth of 
attention over the completion of surface.

The creation of a miniature demands the 
control of both materials and mind. 
Working most often on smooth prepared 
panels, she uses fine brushes to shape layers 
of transparent watercolor or acrylic, 
gradually coaxing form from translucence. 
Her brushwork is often measured under 
magnification, each movement calculated 
to preserve luminosity while retaining the 
delicacy of natural textures. Through this 
slow accumulation of glazes, color attains 
an internal light — subtle, atmospheric, and 
alive.

Observation begins long before the first 
mark is made. Latham’s practice originates 
in the field, where she documents the living 
poise of her subjects — a wren balancing on 
a reed, the soft alertness of a rabbit, the 
tension of a wolf at rest before motion. 
These moments, recorded through 
sketches, notes, and photography, form a 
visual language of memory. The translation 
from field to panel is not a mere 
transcription of appearance but a 
meditation on experience — an effort to 
preserve the emotional presence of what 
was seen.

TECHNIQUE AND CRAFTSMANSHIP: 
PAINTING WITH PRECISION AND GRACE

Color plays a decisive role. Her palette, 
restrained yet resonant, mirrors the tonal 
subtleties found in nature itself. Slight 
modulations in hue create the illusion of 
softness, transparency, and weight; warm 
and cool transitions suggest both air and 
space without overt contrast. This control 
of value and tone allows her to render fur, 
feathers, and reflections not through 
description alone, but through atmosphere 
— a sensation of life inhabiting form.

Equally important is the balance between 
structure and spontaneity. Within 
boundaries as small as eight by ten inches, 
composition becomes both challenge and 
opportunity. Negative space carries 
emotional gravity; each subject is placed 
carefully to evoke calm, curiosity, or 
intimacy. The act of painting thus becomes 
architectural, where design and feeling 
meet in equilibrium.

Yet, beyond its technical mastery, Latham’s 
craftsmanship conveys empathy. The 
miniature not only condenses the visual 
world but magnifies the human experience 
of seeing. To observe her process is to 
recognize patience as an art form — one 
that restores the pace of attention and 
reminds the viewer that reverence lies in 
the details we might otherwise overlook.

Through this union of technique and grace, 
the collection reveals itself as more than an 
exhibition of skill. It becomes an homage to 
nature’s quiet complexity — a testament 
that even within the smallest space, entire 
worlds can unfold.
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All artwork and content copyright ©Rebecca Latham 2026, all rights reserved.

Rebecca Latham paints the natural world 
as if through a lens of wonder and 
reverence. Known for her exceptional 
realism and masterful watercolor 
technique, she captures wildlife with 
breathtaking intimacy—from the glint of a 
fox’s eye to the soft shimmer of dawn light 
through feathers. Her art is deeply rooted 
in the emotional connection she feels with 
her subjects, an expression of both her 
technical mastery and her respect for 
nature’s quiet rhythms.

Growing up in a family immersed in art, 
Latham’s creative path began early. 
Encouraged to observe and interpret the 
world around her, she found her voice in 
the precision of miniature painting. That 
discipline formed her distinctive style: 
intricate layers of wash and glaze that 
create depth, life, and composition 
reminiscent of the Old Masters, yet alive 
with a contemporary sense of presence. She 
approaches each piece as a dialogue 
between light, form, and feeling—an artist’s 
meditation on balance and harmony.

Her paintings have been honored in 
numerous national and international 
exhibitions and have traveled widely in both 
fine art and conservation venues. 
Collectors prize her pieces for their 
sensitivity and craftsmanship, while 
organizations dedicated to wildlife 
protection find inspiration in the 
authenticity of her work.

Latham considers her painting not only an 
artistic calling but a form of stewardship. 
Her collaborations with conservation 

groups, educational programs, and fellow 
artists aim to inspire awareness and care for 
the subjects that inhabit her canvases. 
Through art, she offers a gentle reminder: 
the beauty of the natural world endures 
only as long as we choose to see, value, and 
protect it.

For Latham, every brushstroke is an act of 
gratitude—to the wildness she paints, the 
heritage she honors, and the viewers who 
share in that vision.

RebeccaLatham


